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Please enter the name of your registered stakeholder organisation below. NICE is unable to accept comments from non-registered organisation or
individuals. If you wish your comments to be considered please register via the NICE website or contact the registered stakeholder organisation that most
closely represents your interests and pass your comments to them.
Stakeholder organisation:

The College of Optometrists and the Optical Confederation.

Commenter name:

Ms Jo Mullin

Job title:

Director of Policy & Strategy

Address and postcode:

41 – 42 Craven Street, London, WC2N 5NG

Email address:

Jo.mullin@college-optometrists.org

Telephone number:
Please note: comments submitted are published on the NICE website.
Would you like to express an interest in endorsing this quality standard? Yes
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Supporting information

Visual assessment

The chances of having reduced
vision greatly increases with age
and older people with reduced
vision are more likely to fall.
Vision is fundamental to
coordinating our movement –
balance and postural stability are
directly affected by vision. In
addition, vision is fundamental to
adapt gait to enable safe travel

We are pleased that the NICE Guideline 161
asserts that vision should be a part of any falls
multi-factorial assessment and a core part of falls
interventions. However, emerging evidence
shows that standard falls rehabilitation strategies
may not be effective for people where vision was
a factor. We feel that that vision should be a
consideration in all aspects of a patient pathway
through falls services - including prevention and
rehabilitation programmes.

Please also see the Thomas Pocklington
Trust report Falls in older people with
sight loss: a review of emerging research
and key action points published June
2013, for further evidence.

[Insert footer here]

1 of 4

The College of Optometrists recently
published the Focus On Falls report
which looks specifically at the
relationship between falls and vision,
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though the environment, avoiding
obstacles and negotiating steps
and stairs.

Supporting information
making several practical
recommendations for falls services and
the optometric sector. We feel that these
reports would be welcome additions to
the “Key Policy Documents” section of
NICE 161.
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Please email this form to: QStopicengagement@nice.org.uk
Closing date: Tuesday 22 July 2014 5pm
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